South Austin Montessori School Named People Fund Outstanding Entrepreneur
Primavera Montessori School is being honored as “People Fund Outstanding Entrepreneur” at People Fund’s annual East Night celebration on Thursday, April 3, 2008. Primavera, which has been a People Fund client since 2004, was selected for this award based upon the impact the school has upon the community, the hardships that the school has overcome, and the school’s current stability. “Primavera was small and at a crossroads, and People Fund was able to step in and help when commercial banks would not have. Primavera took that assistance and turned it into something very special and meaningful. The school has really charged ahead and made an impact on the community it serves,” says Anne Adams, People Fund’s Director of Development and Communications.

People Fund, a local organization that loans funds to community businesses, originally financed the purchase of one of the schools buildings during an early expansion, and last year, People Fund refinanced Primavera’s building loan, allowing the school to consolidate its start-up debt and other pre-existing loans. 
Primavera’s Executive Director, Jennifer Tyson, will accept the award Thursday night on behalf of Primavera. “People Fund has been an invaluable resource to Primavera, and we are so thankful for their support of our school. They funded a learning community for children and placed no limits on our ability to grow and truly follow the child. Just like we all know that every child deserves to have someone see his possibility and help him reach his potential, People Fund has done that for us.”

“This award is really a testament to Jennifer, our fabulous teachers, our supportive parent community, and all the hard work they have done to make the school what it is today.  Our first few years as a school presented many challenges, as they do for many non-profits,” says Jael Polnac, President of Primavera’s Board of Directors, “and we are so grateful to People Fund for their support. But it takes more than money for a school to succeed. Jennifer, our teachers, and our families really stuck with us and did everything they could to build the school and make it the wonderful community that it is today.”
Primavera Montessori School, which is located at 6305 Manchaca Road in South Austin, opened its doors in the fall of 2002.  It was founded by a group of educators dedicated to creating a Montessori-based environment that honors the learning styles, temperaments, and multiple intelligences of all children. Integral to their philosophy was a commitment to peace education. As of the spring of 2008, Primavera Montessori School comprises six classrooms on two large campuses, providing a nurturing and supportive learning environment for children ranging from toddlers through the second grade. In the fall of 2008, the school will increase the size of the toddler program by adding a second class for 2 to 3 year olds and will add third graders to the elementary program. The school currently serves 120 families. For more information on Primavera Montessori School, see www.primavera-montessori.org or call the school’s director, Jennifer Tyson, at 443-8843.
