Speech Delivered by Jennifer Tyson, Executive Director of Primavera Montessori School on April 3, 2008, in acceptance of the People Fund Outstanding Entrepreneur Award
Thank you so much. My name is Jennifer Tyson, and I am the Executive Director of Primavera Montessori School. I stand here with this award in my hand fully aware of all the people who continually contribute to Primavera becoming a dream come true. First and foremost, I need to express extreme gratitude to People Fund. In a moment I’ll tell you what they’ve done for Primavera, but, first, I need to tell you about Primavera. I need to express overwhelming appreciation to the five people who sat in a room seven years ago and had a conversation about the dream school we wanted to build. Maria Clauss, who planted the initial seed and found with the start up money; John Martin, a trained Montessori teacher and a passionate visionary; Jennifer Phillips a brilliant master Montessori teacher whose gifts are bestowed on Primavera daily; Gail Allen, our beloved mentor who gave us the freedom to be visionaries and who continues to shepherd us through our growth as a community; and myself.  We opened our doors in October of 2002 with 15 children, two classrooms, and five employees, and we will begin next year with 134 children, seven classrooms, and 20 employees.

I especially want to thank the parents who continually believed in the vision while we were navigating all the challenges that occur when you make a big dream a reality. I also want to thank the President of the Board, Jael Polnac. Without Jael and People Fund this journey probably would not have lasted this long. 

I know we could not have accomplished in this short amount of time all our dreams without the support of People Fund. Here’s what People Fund has done for Primavera: they funded a learning community for children that places no limitations on our ability to grow and truly follow the child; they helped us buy property and remodel a building in 2004; and then in 2007, they helped us refinance the property to pay off a private loan from one of our initial founders. All this gave us and our extraordinary team the freedom to envision growing deeper roots on our land and expand our program. Just like we all know that every child deserves to have someone see his possibility and help him reach his potential, People Fund has done that for us.

I haven’t had an opportunity to say to either People Fund or our Board President: Thank you for your extraordinary part in investing your money in our community; 
thank you for seeing what we saw was possible; thank you for believing in our dream. 

