Primavera Montessori School is concerned about the health of all of our children and staff. In order to maintain a healthy environment, the school will follow DPRS recommendations and Texas Health Department Requirements in cases of illness. 

The school reserves the privilege of sending children home when symptoms of illness appear.

A child may not come to school or may be sent home if he/she:

· Has an illness that prevents the child from participating comfortably in activities including outdoor play
· Has an illness that results in a greater need for care than the caregivers can provide without compromising the health, safety and supervision of the other children in their care.

· Has an oral temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher, or an armpit temperature of 99.4 degrees or higher accompanied with behavior changes or other signs or symptoms of illness in the past 24 hours.

· Has symptoms and signs of possible severe illness such as lethargy, abnormal breathing, uncontrolled diarrhea, two or more vomiting episodes in 24 hours, rash with fever, mouth sores with drooling, behavior changes, or other signs that a child may be severely ill.

· Has sore or discharging eyes, or yellow/green discharge from the nose or ears

· Has urinary difficulties

· Has head lice/nits

· Has been diagnosed with a communicable disease, and the child does not have medical documentation to indicate that the child is no longer contagious.

**If your child develops any of these symptoms during the school day, you will be notified and asked to pick your child up as soon as possible. 

After an illness, the child may return to Primavera:

· 24 hours after the temperature has returned to normal without the use of medication.

· 24 hours after the antibiotics have been started (including topical ointments)

· When the child has been free of diarrhea and/or vomiting for at least 24 hours

· When indicated by a note from a physician

When a communicable disease is diagnosed or suspected, the staff at Primavera is required to:
· Segregate the ill child from well children at the facility until he/she can be taken

home.

· Adhere to the exclusion and readmission recommendations provided on the chart that has been provided to each of the classrooms.

· Inform all parents of exposed children about the illness. Ask parents to watch their

children for signs and symptoms of the disease.

· Observe the appearance and behavior of exposed children and be alert to the onset of

disease. Let parents know immediately so that medical advice and treatment can be

sought.

· Utilize a sanitizing procedure and encourage staff and children to take extra

precautions with hand washing, food handling, dishwashing, and general cleanliness.

· Immediately wash, rinse, and sanitize any object or surface that has been soiled with

discharge (such as nasal discharge or feces). Sanitize toilets, and potty chairs after each use.

Please call your child’s campus if your child will not be at school due to an illness. State law requires that parents notify the director immediately if your child has been diagnosed with a communicable disease. If a child is diagnosed with a communicable disease that warrants reporting, we will notify all parents/guardians by sending home a note with all the children at the school. 

In closing, we ask that parents appreciate their obligation to their child’s own health, as well as the health of all of the children and staff at Primavera.

