EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
PRIMAVERA MONTESSORI SCHOOL
Spanish
Mariposas Spanish School has been teaching children Spanish since its inception in 1999. Home grown in Austin, TX, we bring extra-curricular Spanish classes to your child’s school. Mariposas is a hands-on, thematically organized program that allows children ages 3 -8 to learn Spanish through music, literature, games, visual aids, sign language, art and beyond. Spanish is included in the Elementary curriculum, and is offered to Primary children for an additional cost.
Music
Preschool and early elementary age is a critical time for developing musical skills much the same way that the early years are formative for language development. Neal Kassanoff is a talented singer-songwriter whose music and lyrics are sharp and clever, and can lend themselves to sing-alongs. Neal has put together a curriculum for this age that affords young children the opportunity to teach themselves music through play. Music is offered to both the Primary and Elementary students.
Physical Education
Our P.E. teacher, Michael Zumpano, has his Masters in Physical Education. The goal of his program is to set the children up for success, and to help them possess the healthiest bodies, spirits and hearts possible. Activities include yoga, “Brain Gym” exercises, gross motor movements and cooperative games. Physical Education is offered to both the Primary and Elementary students. 
Art
Andrea Ewen has a BFA in art and a passion for working with children. Andrea’s Art Class encompasses a “learning by doing” approach using auditory, visual and kinesthetic means of learning. Included in her class is an introduction to famous artists. When giving lessons on an individual artist, Andrea might show up in character in order to visually connect the students with the artist. Additional focuses have been jewelry, drawing with pastels and print making. Art is included in the Elementary curriculum.
Gardening

The purpose of Primavera’s gardening program, taught by Amber Dunkel, is to help children experience beauty with the wonderful world of plants. By providing children with a “hands-on” learning experience in the garden, children develop a healthy and respectful relationship with nature. Fostering the bond between children and nature at an early age brings about life long results for nurturing, compassionate and earth abiding citizens. Gardening is included in the Elementary curriculum.
Science
Morgan Witthoft, dissatisfied with “traditional” public education, and planning how to raise and teach his daughter, was delighted to discover the Montessori approach and how it is executed at Primavera. His educational background includes a BS in biochemistry from Yale and an MS in computer science with a minor in zoology from UT. Classroom topics and demonstrations revolve around inquiries from the children that are placed in the “Question Box”. Science is included in the Elementary curriculum.
